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Outline

Dr Li is not trustworthy

Repetitive anesthesia=Damage to developing brain

Casting=Emotional toll on parents and kids

Bracing works

Swimming world magazine



Dr Li is Not Trustworthy



How My Opponent Fills Free Time in 2018



Ying or Gertrude?



Repetitive Anesthesia

Damages Developing Brain



Hot Button Issue:  

What Is Effect of Repetitive Anesthesia?



Repetitive Neurotoxin Exposure

Cast every 2-3 months

Interfere with neurogenesis

Induce apoptosis



Many Ways Anesthetics May Negatively 

Affect Brain Development



First 2 Years of Life Most Important

Most animal studies

But is it worth the risk during critical time of brain development?



Repetitive Anesthesia

58% clinically significant range or at risk



Ying’s Answer to Effect Of Anesthesia

Thanks L. Andras



Emotional Toll of Casting



Casting – Disadvantages

Can’t bathe

Hot

Can’t inspect skin
– Cast sores

Constrict chest
– Tough to breathe

Constrict stomach
– Tough to eat

Can’t “hug”
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Ying Doesn’t Believe in Hugs?



Ying Doesn’t Think Kids Should Swim In 
Summer

123RF.com



Lets Ask The Parents:

The Emotions of Raising a Child With EOS

“I hate Dr Glotzbecker”



Sadness

Can’t hug

Difficult to console

Watching go off to sleep



Anxiety

Analyze back during cast breaks

Waiting for xray



Loneliness

Rare

Hard for others to understand



So Ying Li…..



Bracing Works



Casting – Reported Advantages

Compared to bracing:

– Greater forces 

– Better molding

– Better correction

– Better compliance

– Fun designs

– Possible cure?



Cure?

Maybe 30-35%

• In the right people

– Curve <60

– Idiopathic

– Younger age (less than 18-24 months)

Majority will NOT be cured

J Bone Joint Surg [Br] 2005;87-B:1237-47.



Times You Don’t Want to Use Cast

Older, Bigger

Medically Frail



Does Bracing Work?

Works in AIS…

Do they work in EOS?



Can You Get Correction in a Brace?

Note happy face



Correction

Do you need more force?

Do you need better molding?

Do you need more correction?



Compliance?



Bracing—It Can Work!

AGE 7 AGE 15



Brace Can….

Have excellent correction

– Molding, force

Be worn

– Compliance in EOS families different than AIS

Prevent progression in 65% JIS



No Comparative Study

No comparative study has proven casting better than bracing



Summary



Outline

Dr Li is not trustworthy

– Obviously

Repetitive anesthesia=Damage to developing brain

– Is it worth the risk?

Emotional toll on parents and kids

– Significant impact on family and child

Bracing works

– RCT in AIS

– Compliance and correction possible in EOS

Swimming world magazine



Debate Summary: 

Disclaimer:

Opinions expressed in presentation 

may not represent surgeons practice

Go For The Brace!
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